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The time is now
J

-~ Talk about local
Produce from the UCF
Arboretum is sold at a
local market -SEE NEWS,A2

Join the UCF football bandwagon
while you still can -SEESPORTS,AS
BIRTHS

Senate seats open for the taking
.
Four seats available, will be appointed

I

JEFFREY RILEY
Editor-in-Chief

Students now have the
opportunity to become a
member of the Student
Government Association
at UCF through the senate
appointment process.
Four seats on the SGA
Senate are currently open.
The process to fill the
seats goes through two different branches of SGA:

II )

Doyouwantto
•

be a SGA senator?
www.UCFNews.com

The executive branch
screens, interviews and
picks the potential candidate, while the senate will
vote if they want to
appoint the candidate. ·
SGA President Brian
Peterson said the process
is a careful one.
"I'm not going to

~p~oint it t<;> some<;>ne who
1sn t . qualified Just . to
appomt someone, Just
because the seat is available," Peterson said.
Students interested in
being appointed to a seat
need to fill out an application online at SGA'.s Web
site.
From there, Peterson
said, the internal affairs
PLEASE SEE

SGA ON A6

n~, ~ t > i

COURTESYSGA

The 42nd SGA Senate took a break during the winter vacation. 11 • ;tings will
continue on Jan. 14 and take place every Thursday in the Key West Ballroom of
the Student Union. There are four open seats on the 42nd senate.

DRINKING

I

Athlete

: gradrates

AVERY
DRUNKEN

· top other
schools

LAW

Ever since 2007, the State of Ohio has
had a law limiting the amount of
wine that can be purchased by a
single family household to 24 cases
of 12 bottles of 750 milliliters per
year. However, some in the state are
challenging the law as
unconstitutional, as they determined
that the state has no idea how to
track how much wine you buy.

Percentages at UCF
higher than UF, FSU
-

TAMRA MARTIN
StaffWriter

m

Breaking
news on
your cell

1

Get UCF news sent to your cell
phone. Just text the keyword
UCFNEWS to 44636.

·' I
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·AROUND CAMPUS,A2

MAN ACCUSED OF
KILLING FAMILY
FOUND,ARRESTED

•
.)

Aman accused of°killing four
relatives at aThanksgiving dinner
was captui:ed at a motel in the
Florida Keys where police said he
had eluded authorities for about a
rrionth by using afake npme. .

FIND OUT ABOUT THE
PLANS STUDENT
GOVERNMENT HAS
The Student Government
Association will be tabling in th~
atrium ofthe first floor of the
Student Union today from Noon
until 1p,m., with the president
and vice president both there.

)
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AMEETING,
PRE$ENTATION TO
STOP CONFLICT

)

•
•

•
••

There will be a meeting of the
Central Florida Chapter of the
Association for the Advancement
of Social Work with Groups lhc., at
the UCF Daytona Beach campus
on Wednesday at 8 p.m.
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Local businesses such as Natura Coffee &Tea and The Pita Pit tend to suffer during breaks while students are gone. However, this year compared with
others, some business owners have said sales have deaeased even more because of the recession.
1

Businesses suffer over break
MONIQUE VALDES
Contributing Writer

Students who stayed in Orlando during winter break may have
noticed that local businesses
around UCF were not as busy as
other· establishments during the
hustle and bustle of the holidays.
.paula Phipps has been the
owner of Natura Coffee & Tea,
located on Collegiate Way, for 18
months. She said she has certainly
noticed a decrease in business,
especially compared to sales of
previous years during break
between semesters.
·
Although Natura's clientele is
generally a mixture of UCF students, Full Sail students and local
residents, Phipps said that the
majority of their business comes
from UCF students while school is
in session.
"Sales have actually been
worse than summer," she said.
"Luckily we draw in locals with
our night entertainment, but we
have lost our daytime student
clientele who would come in to
study."
Phipps said that November was
a terrible month for Natura Cafe's
sales as well
'We saw a big drop before students even left so I've given up trying to make predictions on what •
business will be like;' Phipps said
Along with fewer students in
the area, Phipps believes that the
recession is also responsible for
this lack of business.
"Since the recession, I would
say people are more interested in
drink specials:' Phipps said ''People still come in, but they spend

'Sales have actually
been worse than
summer. Luckily we
draw in locals with
our night
entertainment but
we have lost our
daytime student
cliente~e who would
come in to study.'
- PAULA PHIPPS
OWNER OF NATURA COFFEE &TEA

Business
bankruptcies

•

PLEASE SEE

How they've increased:

Nationally

15.471
-y

By quarter
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Did you shop near
UCF over break?
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Idaho

92 134

www.UCFNews.com

less."
But Phipps is hopeful that business will pick up once spring
semester starts and will regain
that helpful student daytime business.
"January is usually the busiest
time of year," Phipps said. "Students come and spend the money
they got from their parents!'
Other UCF businesses make
preparations for the decrease in
business during the winter break,
such as Chad Case, manager of
The Pita Pit on Colonial Drive and
Alafaya Trail. He said he has not
seen a severe decline in business
PLEASE SEE

They can be seen everywhere
from the football field to the basketball court, but UCF athletes
have another attribute to be proud
0£
UCF student-athletes have graduation and academic success to go
along with their achievements in
sports. ·
In November, the NCAA
announced the graduation rates of
student-athletes nationwide, and
UCF athletes ranked higher than
UCF students who don't participate in college sports.
The NCAA tracked the success
rates of students who entered college for the first time during the
2002-03 school year and graduated
within six years.
According to the NCAA, the
Overall Division I Graduation Sue-

By state
Bankruptcies in second
.quarter of 2008
D Less than 200 EJ 200-500
• More than 500

•

OVERALL ON A6

Do you use the
student mentors?
www.UCFNews.com

Social club
atUCFhas.
a chocolate
focal point
TINA RUSSELL
Staff Writer

Chocolate lovers have no fear;
The Chocolate Club at UCF has
what you need.
The Chocolate Club is a social
club that meets the first Tuesday of
every month in the Student Union
to share a common love for chocolate.
'We are really just a stress-relief
group, because everyone just
wants to get the stress off their
backs," said Jacqueline Sheppard,
sophomore creative writing major.
She said especially during finals
members just relax, have fun and
eat chocolate.
Sophomore radio/television
major Amanda Castro, secretary of
the club, said the Chocolate Club
consists of a group of people who
enjoy chocolate and want to talk

WINTER ON A7

PLEASE SEE

l

CLUB ON A7
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AROUND

CAMPUS

News and notices for
the UCF community

Find out about SGA plans
The Student Government Association will be
tabling in the atrium of the
first floor of the Student
Union today from noon
until lp.m.
You can get information about Bright Futures,
parking on campus and
where your money is
going from SGA President
Brian Peterson and Vice
President Andrick Lewis.
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Arboretum's harvest sold at local market

January 4, 2010
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There will be a meeting
of the Central Florida
Chapter of the Association for the Advancement
of Social Work with
Groups Inc., at the UCF
Daytona Beach campus on
Wednesday.
The meeting will have
presentation
by
a
Dominique
Steinberg
about
working
with
groups.
It will be at 8 p.m. in
Building 150, Room 101
from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m.
Call 407-823-6793 for
more information.

LOCAL
&STATE
Keep local with headlines

you may have missed

Man accused of killing family
found,arrested on Long Key
WESTON - A man
accused of killing four relatives at a Thanksgiving dinner was captured at a motel
in the Florida Keys where
police said he had eluded
authorities for about a
month by checking in
under a fake name and
address, and hiding his car
with a cover.
Paul Merhige, 35, was
arrested without a struggle
Saturday night after the TV
show "America's Most
Wanted" aired and provided a the tip that led to Merhige's capture on Long Key,
Jupiter Police Sgt. Scott
Pascarella said.
"I'm elated that the
monster is in the cage," Jim
Sitton, the father of the 6year-old victim Makayla
Sitton, told The Palm Beach
Post. "We don't have to
worry about him killing my
wife or coming back for my
father-in-law. It doesn't
bring my daughter back,
but at least this chapter is
over."
Merhige had been the
subject of a massive manhunt from Miami to Michigan that included billboards and flyers with his
image and a $100,000
reward for information
leading to his arrest. He is
accused of gunning down
his twin sisters, a 79-yearold aunt and a 6-year-old
cousin on Thanksgiving
Day at a family gathering of
more than a dozen relatives
in Jupiter.
Authorities said Merhige checked into the motel
Dec. 2, using the name
"John Baca" and a false
Homestead address. He
had the same blue 2007
Toyota Camry that had
been a key part of the manhunt, but police said it was
hidden at the motel
U.S. Marshals said Merhige, who had withdrawn
$12,000 from bank accounts
before the killings, paid for
his room in advance in
casnilturnedoutthatthe
license tag on his car had
been registered to a Lexus
he owned in 2006.
- ASSOCIATED PRESS
~
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Help kids do their home-

Stop conflict in groups

•

The Student NewsppPer at IKFsince 1968

•

407-447-4558
Editor-in-Chief

work
Volunteer UCF is having a charity event involving mentoring children
and helping them with
their homework.
The event is today from
3:30 p.m. until 5 p.m., and
takes place every Monday.
It is a part of the Mending Hearts Charities, a
non-profit organization
that works in the Holden
Heights community in
Orlando.
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Ruben Ocasio and Martin Haux display pinecones used for kindling and decoration at the Audubon Community ,

Online.CFF@gmailcom

CHRISTINA DEPARIS
Staff Writer

The Audubon Community Market has occupied the Stardust Video
and Coffee parking lot Wednesday
nights since February 2009, close to
when the first seeds were laid at the
UCF Arboretum's organic garden.
This past November, the two began a
partnership to promote their shared
philosophy of creating a local food
system.
"It was my dream to have a fresh
market that sold locally grown organic produce and the Arboretum has
become the provider," said Gabby
Othon, the Audubon Market director.
"The Arboretum brings affordable,
locally grown food and a volunteer
support that really benefits the fresh
market."
The Audubon Community Market is the Arboretum's first fresh market to sell its harvests. From 6 p.m. to
10 p.m. every Wednesday, customers
browse the market's diverse products
as the sounds oflocal musicians play
throughout the night.
Martin Haux and Ruben Ocasio,
who both work at the UCF Arboretum, manned the produce stand on
Dec.23.
'We've been here for the past five
weeks and will continue to be here,"
Haux, a senior horticulturist at the
Arboretum, said 'We have to be consistent to let people know we are
going to be here every week."
Produce from the cabbage family,
different types of citrus, eggplant and
fresh-picked pumpkins were a few
items available from the Arboretum's
harvest. Prices ranged from $1 to $5
for each item.
"The best part about vending at
the Audubon Market is that we pick
what we sell the same day and sell it
for cheaper than most grocers:' Ocasio said "Organically grown produce
is better for your health and you can
tell the difference in taste."
Benefits of organic agriculture,
listed in the Arboretum's pamphlet,
which cites OrganicConsumer.org,
include the absence of chemical fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides.
The pamphlet also states that
there are more vitamins,
minerals and antioxidants
contained in organic pro~
duce than conventionally
grown food
"The Audubon Market is
an outlet for people to get the
best, freshest food available
and actually talk to the people
who grew the products locally,"
Othon said.
Supporting local organic
agriculture has environmental benefits that
both the Arboretum
and the

Opinions Editors

Audubon Community Market outline as important factors of the
process, such as petroleum resources
that are conserved from produce
traveling short distances and drinking water systems that aren't contaminated by chemicals.
"Our mission is to reach out to tne
community and educate on organic
gardening and its health benefits,"
Hauxsaid
Pots of compost, potted plants,
firewood and bonsai trees were. also
sold at the market.
Haux explained that the Arboretum has been entirely sustainable
since the creation of the 1 acre organic garden, with compost, soil, pots
and other items d~nated from groups
like the City of Orlando and the
Orange County Landfill The seeds
picked from the vegetation are planted to continue growth in the garden.
"We haven't bought anything in a
year," he said "But still, we are really
low on funding."
The Audubon Community Market allows the Arboretum to
fundraise and mingle with other local
vendors.
"The Arboretum has connected
with [local catering company and
delicatessen] Big Wheel Provisions,
and have sold them pumpkins for
pumpkin butter," Othon said
The Arboretum's involvement
with the market connects UCF to an
objective of local prosperity in the
Audubon Park Garden District and
all around Central Florida
The Audubon Community Market is part of a movement called Ourlando, which is made up of independent businesses and programs that
urge communities to think local first,
unite the arts, music and recreation
communities and provide citizens
with a pride of place.
"Ourlando is a business alliance
that is committed to supporting the
local economy," Othon said
Ourlando encourages investment
in the community and creates jobs
and job security.
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LET US KNOW
LOCAL WEATHER

0

TODAY IN DETAIL
Today Today:
Zero percent chance of

.,

SUNNY

rain.Northwest winds at 11 mph.

High:54°

Tonight: Clear into the evening.
West northwest winds at 9 mph.

Low:31°

•

Tuesday

High:49°

SUNNY

Low:28°

Wednesday

High:53°

SUNNY

Low:31°
t'(

The Future wants to hear
from you. If you have a club,
organization or event and
want your information to be
considered for the Around
Campus column, send a fax to
407-447-4556 or an e-mail to
editor@centralfloridafuture.c
om. Deadlines are 5 p.m. Friday for the Monday edition,
and 5 p.m. Wednesday for
Thursday.

•

..
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Students spend break fixing still broken city
CHRISTINA DEPARIS

•

Staff Writer

Shortly after the fall
term ended, a group of
friends volunteered for
Habitat for Humanity in
New Orleans to help
rebuild.
"We wanted to do
something to help the people who are still being
affected by Hurricane Katrina," said Greg Demers,
senior legal studies major.
"The area that we built
houses in still had the
marks of devastation from
the hurricane."
Habitat for Humanity
has taken on the ambitious
plan to rebuild New
Orleans and has become
the largest homebuilder in
the area since Katrina,
according to the New
Orleans Area Habitat for
Humanity Web site.
The six students stayed
in the French Q!Iarter and
worked in a location just
north of where they
stayed. The students spent
an average of $400 to $500
on the trip, each.
The group worked on
two houses with volunteers from around the
country.
"We met volunteers
from the Chicago area and
worked with them for one
of the days, and worked
with a group from the
Navy on another," said
Charles WISe, another volunteer at the site.
Setting in windows, laying the roof and putting in
walls were a few tasks
assigned to the volunteer
team.
''We'would be given a
goal to complete by the
contractor,
such
as
installing drywall hangers,
and if we finished that
then there was always
something else to be
done," Demers said.
Brandon Gerhard complimented the contractor's
ability to keep people busy.
"He gave great direc• 0 ~4 was $ays able to
fJ.q.ct projects_ [for] everyone to do,~ said Gerhard, a
senior social science education major.
One home was completed during the group's
stay in New Orleans, and a
ceremony was held for the
new resident.
''We had the privilege of
dedicating a house to a
new homeowner," Demers
said. "Seeing her face as
she was given the keys to
her new home was an
incredible feeling. Everyone agreed that it made the
whole trip worth it."
The crew spent about
eight hours working each
day, so the off time was

•

'

•

in Partnersh·r-, •,\\h
1ula Lindsay

•

•
•

THE HISTORY
OF HABITAT

.,

SUMMARY

Habitat for Humanity
International was founded in 1976
by Millard and Linda Fuller.Today,
Habitat for Humanity is atrue wortd
leader in addressing the issues of
poverty housing.

11

•

KOINONIA FARM

COURTESY GREG DEMERS

Above: Habitat for Humanity volunteers work on the roofing for a home being built in New Orleans over winter break. Top: The volunteer crew and contracting staff
celebrate as a completed Habitat for Humanity home is awarded to its new homeowner in the New Orleans area.

Members ·of the group
said that not nearly enough
reconstructive aid is focusing on New Orleans.
Skylar Melnick, a member of the volunteer group,
said their New Orleans
supervisor told them he
only has four people committed to volunteering
three or four days a week,
whereas the Orlando
Habitat for Humanity has
78people.
"It's important to continue to focus on the New
Orleans area because it has
been.over four and a half
years since Katrina and
people are still misplaced
and without homes," Mel-

dedicated to seeing the
unique sites and architecture preserved in New
Orleans.
Though progress was
made during the nearly
weeklong stay, much of the
wreckage remains.
Gerhard said abandoned houses and buildings with red X's on the
doors lined the streets.
"Each time rescue
workers searched a house,
they would mark it with an
X and on the bottom they
would indicate the number of bodies found,"
Demers said. "It was very
jarring to see those types
ofmarks."

whose· lives have hot recovered."
The New Orleans Area
Habitat for Humanity Web
site has listed available volunteer dates for up to 18
months in advance, so
opportunities to help
rebuild and discover the
multicultural niche of New
Orleans are endless.
"If you only visited the
tourist areas you might
believe that New Orleans ··
had fully recovered,"
Demers said. "In reality,
organizations such as
Habitat still need all the
volunteers they can get to
help aid the people affected by Katrina."

nick said. "Evacuated
homes and businesses
have not been knocked
down so the memories are
still there for New Orleans
residents and the Ninth
Ward is still very much in
need of help."
The Ninth Ward is in
eastern New Orleans and
has the Industrial Canal
running through it. Storm
surges and levee breaks
caused massive flooding,
destroying people's homes
and livelihoods.
'We were told that over
100,000 families were left
homeless in New Orleans,"
Demers said. "There are
still so many [people]

The concept that grew into
Habitat for Humanity International
was born at Koinonia Fann,a small,
interracial, Christian community
outside ofAmericus, Georgia.
Koinonia Fann was founded in 1942
by farmer and biblical scholar
Oarence Jordan.
The Fullers first visited Koinonia in
1965.They had recently left a
successful business and an affluent
lifestyle in Montgomery,Alabama to
begin a new life ofChristian service.
At Koinonia,Jordan and Fuller
developed the concept of
"partnership housing."The concept
centered orrthose in need of
. ·,
adequate shelter working side by
side with volunteers to build simple,
decent houses.
THE FUND FOR HUMANITY

The houses would be built at no
profit and interest would not be
charged on the loans. Building costs
would be financed by a revolving
fund called'1he Fund for
Humanity."The fund's money would
come from the new homeowners'
house payments, no-interest loans
provided by supporters and money
earned by fund-raising activities.
The monies in the Fund for
Humanity would be used to build
more houses.

'"
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Former UCF student returns to rock arena
)

.

)

SARAH WILSON
Contributing Writer

Michael Gentile said
there is not one adjective
that can describe the feeling of performing in front
of a full audience in the
UCF Arerui,
It was a moment that
the 21-year-old former
UCF student and the lead
guitarist of West Palm
Beach based pop-rock
band Hey Monday, never
thought would actually
come.
Nearly one year ago
Hey Monday opened for
Fall Out Boy at the UCF
Arena for the 2008 UCF
Homecoming concert. It
was just the beginning of
his journey on the road living out his dreams, he said
The year before Gentile
took the stage in the Arena,
he was still a student at
UCF.
"It's just so weird to
think that I was a student
there and a year later I was
playing at that arena," Gentile said
Gentile has since toured
with bands such as Fall Out
Boy, Cobra Starship, and
most recently All Time
Low and We The Kings.
Hey Monday released
their debut album "Hold
On Tight" this year.
During Gentile's sophomore year at UCF, Hey
Monday was offered a
recording contract with
Columbia Records in partnership with Decaydance
Records, which is run by
Fall Out Boy bassist, Pete
Wentz.
''When I wasn't in class
I was playing music, and
when I wasn't playing
music I was focusing on
class," Gentile said. "The
more I got involved in
music, the harder it was to
focus on class."
Brad Dubs, a senior
. finance major and Gentile's past roommate, said

watching his friend get a worked to get to where he
one in a million chance at a is today.
recording contract was
"Things happen so
quickly that I never still
surreal.
"He was doing a lot of have the chance to sit
back and forth between down and realize what's
Orlando and West Palm going on," Gentile said "It
when they were in the still hasn't hit me that like
works of getting the record almost half a year ago I
deal," Dubs said. "Then toured with a band that I
once it was finalized, he grew up listening to, or all
decided to take a semester these bands I grew up lisoff and see what they could tening to."
do. He was traveling back
Daniel Perry, a senior
and forth from West Palm finance major, who has
to New York a lot, record- known Gentile since high
ing their album."
school, said the craziest
His mother, Brenda thing is seeing him on teleGentile, said it was initially vision and hearing his
a tough decision for her music on the radio.
son when deciding to leave
"I think the last time I
UCF; however, the once in saw him play was with Fall
a lifetime opportunity in Out Boy and Cobra Starfront of him was one he ship," Perry said '~d just
couldn't turn down.
to see them play here at the
"For Michael it was the UCF Arena in front of
opportunity of a lifetime, almost 10,000 kids is pretty
and it was his dream," she crazy. I can't even imagine
said "He loved music and what that must feel like to
really felt he wanted to just go on stage and play in
pursue it. At that particular front of that many people,
age, at that particular time, especially at your old
he felt it was an opportuni- school
ty he couldn't turn
down, and his dad
and I had to support
him in that decision."
Gentile said he
knew that taking the
leap and delving head
first into the music
industry and taking the
contract was the only
way to achieve his dream.
"For what I'm doing
you can't really go to
school for it, you can't really get a degree in it, you
kind of just have to take a
leap and take a chance and
just experience it and do
it," he said. "That's the only
way in this you can really
get to where you want to
be, you can't really go to
college for it."
His mother said watching her· son live his dream
fills her with an overwhelming pride in knowing who he is as a person,
and how hard he has

that you went to."
Gentile's love for music
and guitar skills are what
have gotten him to where
he is today, and his friend
Brad Dubs said he deserves
all the credit he receives for
his musical talent.
Dubs said he respects
Gentile most for his musical talent, even though it
doesn't show through Hey
Monday's style of pop
music.
"But he still has a flair
that he adds to music
which is really something
people haven't heard of
before," Dubs said
For Gentile everything
always comes back to the
music. He said the best
part about touring is being
given the opportunity to
do what he loves and play
his guitar in a new, different city every night. Hearing his fans admit that Hey
Monday's music has
impacted their lives,
Gen-

tile said, is the greatest feel- where it goes from here he
ing.
has that, and he's enjoying
"I get to meet people every minute of what he's
that'll tell me that the doing."
music that my band plays
Even with all of the
has the same effect that like amazing opportunities he
the bands I grew up loving has been presented, from
their music, affected me," recording an album, tourGentile said. "That's kind ing the globe, and getting
of a crazy thing."
to live out his dream every
His mother also said her day, Gentile said he still
least favorite part for her looks back fondly on his
son's recent fame is that timeatUCF.
she doesn't get to see him
"I always say like there
as often as she'd like, but · are different chapters and
she said the opportunities stuff in your life," Gentile
he has gained through said, ·~d although I am
music and touring far out- doing what I love right
weigh any other hopes she now and I wouldn't change
could have had for him.
a thing, the times I've had
"He's been overseas, at UCF are still some of the
he's been to England and best times I've had in my
on tour in the past year all lifie."
around the world," she
said. "He never, never Michael Gentile, second from right,
would have had that now plays guitar for Hey
opportunity at this point in Monday.
his life, and no matter
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SGA t~ appoint Overall grad rate lower at UCF
remaining seats
FROM

FROM

A1

coordinator will conduct a
preliminary interview, and
present him with information about the candidates.
Each applicant who
moves on will be scheduled a time to meet and
interview with Peterson.
From there, Peterson
will select an appointee,
who will then go in front
of the Senate Elections
and Appointments Committee, a part of the legislative branch.
As a final step, the
appointee will go before
the SGA Senate.
The
senate
must
approve the appointee by
a two-thirds vote. If that
passes, then the student
becomes a sitting SGA
senator.
Patrick Stauffer, speaker of the senate, said there
is not much difference
between the two parts of
the legislative side of
appointing.
"In the grand scheme
of things, the senate
process is an accurate
replica of the meeting
with the Elections and
Appointments Committee," Stauffer said.
Stauffer said that the
current senate is given a
resume of the appointee
as well as info from the
committee.
There are two open
SGA Senate seats for the
regional campuses. The
two seats were empty during the elections in September.
The other two seats are
from senators leaving.
Daniel Wynick, College of

'I'm not going

to appoint it to
someone who
isn't qualified
just to appoint
someone, just
because the
seat is
available.'
- BRIAN PETERSON
SGA PRESIDENT

Business Administration
Seat 7, graduated at the
end of the fall semester.
The other, College of Sciences Seat 4, opened up
when Heather Kuhla was
dismissed as a senator for
exceeding the allowed
number of absences.
The entire process of
finding a replacement
does not have a set time
limit, and could be somewhere between two and
four weeks, Peterson said.
"It depends on the time
it takes to get a fair sample
of people," Peterson said.
Stauffer began his SGA
Senate career as an
appointed senator.
He said it can be stressful for those going through
the process, but most people appointed end up
approved into senate.
"There is always a little
bit of nerves until you
hear the final vote count,"
Stauffer said.
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cess Rate for student-athletes was 64 percent, while
the GSR for all students
was 62 percent.
UCF student athletes
had a GSR of 67 percent,
which surpassed the ranking for all UCF students at
63percent.
Although the success
rates for all students at
FSU and UF were 70 percent and 82 percent
respectively, student athletes ranked 53 percent at
FSU and 61 percent at UF.
Leigh Torbin, director
of UCF Athletics Communications, said that the
above average graduation
success rates show the
effort of UCF student athletes.
"Being a student athlete
involves time commitment," Torbin said. "1\venty hours a week are devoted to their athletic
endeavors. It's a part-time
job."
Torbin said that the success of student athletes
comes from students' dedication as well as the commitment from advisers and
staff in Academic Services
for
Student-Athletes
(ASSA).
''ASSA staff constantly
work with people's professors and graduate student
assistants to make sure student athletes are as successful as they can be,"
Torbin said.
Kristy Belden, associate
director for ASSA, said
that since UCF does not
have a large athletic budget like some other Florida
schools, tutors, advisers
and directors who work in
ASSA have to take on various roles to make sure the
UCF athletes are success·ful.
"UCF athletics is constantly making history,"
Belden said.
Belden said that their
work as advisers helps to
build better relationships
with the students, which
can help them continue to
make history as an athletics department.
Recruitment also plays
a part in the success of student athletes at UCF.
"I think our coaches
have gotten more selective,
and they're not just looking for who is the best
quarterback," Belden said
"They want to see if you
are the best quarterback
who can make good grades
and be of strong character
and then if you will graduate.."
Coaches look for a good
student who has the potential to graduate, not just do
well in sports, Belden said.

University of Central
Florida Area
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Rocky Ross is one of many student-athletes who help UCF maintain \ts reputation for academically successful athletes.

"On·the recruiting end,
they make it very clear
that these young men and
women will graduate
from UCF," Belden said.
"Regardless if they never
play their sport, they will
earn their degree from
here."
Freshman and sophomore student athletes take
the Strategies for Success
class and are required to
attend study hall each
week to help make sure
they keep their academics
a priority.
"We don't have situations where they don't
come to study hall,"
Belden said. "It's mandatory. It's just like a practice
or game. They're expected to be there."
Lisa Moser, learning
specialist for ASSA, said
that she and other advisers take active roles in
helping students succeed
academically, which is an
aspect that helps UCF
Athletics stand out among
other Florida universities'
athletic departments.
"The advisers and
myself are way more
hands on and way more
invasive into their academic lives," Moser said.
"That comparison is like
day and night, and I think
that's a huge advantage
that we have."
Moser said one of her

most successful students where he received his
is Meka Wimberly, a jun- education.
Rashad said he looks
ior criminal justice major
who is also a UCF track forward to a career
beyond football after
athlete.
"Being a student ath- earning his master's
lete is fun, but you have to degree.
"I definitely want to be
be dedicated," Wimberly
said. "This is something a part of a federal agency;'
you really have to want. Rashad said. He said he's
You have to do it for you, looking at all federal agenand you have to give it cies, including the CIA
_and FBI.
your all."
Wimberly said she's
UCF student athletes
learned many things from work hard, but sometimes
ASSA such as time man- their hard work and abiliagement, responsibility ty to multi-task goes
and good study habits.
unnoticed.
Success begins with a
"There's not enough
student athlete who is hours in the day for them,"
dedicated to academics Moser said. "Football and
and their sport, Wllilberly basketball have every
said. After earning her study hall structured. So
degree, she wants to have in addition to the time
a career as a probations constraints of practice,
weights, and class, they
officer.
Another
successful have to be at study hall
UCF student athlete is two hours a day for a cerSha'reff Rashad, who tain time."
earned his undergraduate
Outsiders may not see
degree from UCF and is a all the hard work that stufew classes away from dent athletes have to do,
earning his master's in but taking on 12 to 15 credcriminal justice. Current- its along with their athletly, Rashad is a rookie safe- ic sport equals more than
ty for the New York a full-time job for them.
"Our kids, overall, realGiants.
''A lot of people under- ly do a great job, and they
estimate what time goes can't get enough publicity
into being a student ath- and enough pats on the
lete:' Rashad said. He said back for all the things
that he benefited from they're doing academicalattending UCF, and ly, athletically and socialwouldn't want to change ly," Belden said
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Ask about our UCF Discounted Rates!

12000 Collegiate Way
407-277-7676

www.marriott.com/mcoce

.11651 University Boulevard
407-513-9000
www.residenceinn.com/mcore

11801 High Tech Avenue
407-243-6100

www.marriott.com/mcots
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Winter break
slows business ·

.,
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but nonetheless is accommodating to the economic
changes not only brought
on by the break, but the
recession as well
"We've been cutting
back with labor costs,
hours, food ordering, and
prep time," Case said 'We
also do more shift cutting.
We've made a quarter or so
less per year since the
recession hit and our sales
have been consistent with
our University location
since we opened in
August."
During winter break,
Pita Pit has also shortened
its business hours. When
classes are in session they
are open Sunday through
Wednesday from 10:30 am.
to 3 a.m. and Thursday
through Saturday from
10:30 am. to 3:30 am. During winter break however,
both Pita Pit locations in
the UCF area are only open
unt;il midnight.
Dell Lovejoy, manager

of Knight Library, said that
the fall semester is usually
the bar's busiest time of
year due to football season.
''Wmter break is always
slow, more so than summer. This year was worse
than normal, not critical,
but certainly noticeable,"
Lovejoy said. "In the past
we have relied on local students from other universities who consider Orlando
home during the holidays
but due solely to the economy, this has not been the
case this year."
Lovejoy said that it is
surprising to him that the
recession has not severely
affected business. He said
the main thing he has
noticed since the recession
hit in 2007 is a big difference in credit card to cash
sales. He said he sees less
cash, more credit cards.
"I absolutely disagree
that bars are recession
proof but we have done
well," Lovejoy said "People
still like to drink and have a
good time."

Students in the Chocolate Club at UCF invite guests, such as Hollis Wilder, owner of Sweet! by Good Golly Miss Holly, to speak at their meetings. Students also take
an annual trip to attend a chocolate convention in New York City.

Club accents stress-free atmosphere
FROM Al

about· its history, chemistry and flavors.
"The way I view the
Chocolate Club is more of
a relaxer from a stressful
week," Castro said. "Like
an hour of fun."
Each meeting consists
of a theme that involves a
chocolate-related activity.
December's theme was
chocolate poker and
instead of playing with
chips, participants played
with candy, each piece
representing a different
amount of money.
"Everyone
wins
because, in the end, you
get to eat the chocolate,"
Castro said.
In past meetings, the
Chocolate Club has had
guest speakers give presentations related to
chocolate.
Castro said the club had
Sweet! By Good Golly
Miss Holly owner Hollis
Wilder come describe
how she started off as a
caterer in California and
later opened up her own
cupcake shop.
One event the Chocolate Club does every year
is send a group of members to a chocolate convention in New York City.
"We take about 10 volunteers, and we get to help
out with the International
Chocolate Show," said
Sheppard. "Last year, we
filled gift bags, and this
year we got to teach at the
kid zone. We spoke about
the history of chocolate
and how it was made."
Elizabeth Goldman, a
junior criminal justice
major and vice president
of the Chocolate Club, said
dark chocolate has some
health benefits because it
lowers cholesterol.
"It used to be considered that hot chocolate
had
health
benefits
because it tasted good,"
Sheppard said. "It was
used as medicine for a
while until they realized it
wasn't healthy."
Castro said there are no
academic requirements to

Eating chocolate
Chocolate consumption per person
in lbs./year (kg/year); selected
countries:
Switzerland

GerlT)any

U.K.

27.3 12.4
25.1 11.4
22.9 10.4

22.3 10.1
Norway 21.4
Austria 18.1 8.2
Denmark 17.8 8.-1
Finland 16.7 7.6
Sweden
15.2 (6.9)
15.2 (6.9)
France
12.3 (5.6)
Australia
U.S.
11.5 (5.2)
Italy 7.5 (3.4)
Spain - 7 . 3 (3.3)
Netherlands 6.6 (3.0)
Japan •
4.8 (2.2)

ASHLEY CARN IFAX / CENTRAL FLORIDA FUTURE

The Pita Pit on Collegiate Way across from the UCF campus, relies heavily on the
business of UCF students, making things especially difficult during the holidays.

Going Gaga

Belgium

©2009MCT
Source: International Confectionery
Association (ICA}
Graphic: Eeli Potfi
join the Chocolate Club. A
member doesn't have to
attend every meeting,
members don't have to pay
dues to participate in

monthly meetings, and it
is an evening of enjoying
all things chocolate.
The Chocolate Club
meeting times will change

with the new semester.
More information can be
found on the Chocolate
Club at UCF's Facebook
page.
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UCF students wait in cold temperatures in line for lady Gaga tickets at
the UCF Arena box office, some arriving before 6a.m. for an 8 p.m. show.

UNIVERSITY
WALK-IN
MEDICAL
CENTER
"The Doctor Is Always In"

Urgent Care Medical Services
Provided By Board Certified Physicians.
No Appointment Necessary.
11550 University Blvd.• Orlando, FL 32817

407-282-2044
Hours: Monday-Friday 8ams8pm
Saturday-Sunday 9am-5pm
Open Most Holidays

UniversityWalkin.com
Most Insurances Accepted

(Located less than 1 mile from UCF,
on University Blvd., between Rouse Road and Alafaya.)
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Bowl game recaps

SPORTS

over

WRAP

BUCKEYES END BOWL WOES,
HOLD ON TO WIN ROSE BOWL
PASADENA - Terrelle Pryor jumped
on agolf cart and rode up the Rose
Bowl tunnel in his grass-stained
uniform, heading out to pick up a
trophy. Aclutch of departing Ohio State
fans caught sight of his No. 2jersey and
let loose the sort of wild cheer Pryor
alwaysimagined would be the
soundtrack to his career.
Ohio State's bowl woes were over,
thanks to a quarterback who finally
played up to his enormous potential
- and a sturdy defense that grounded
Oregon's high-flying offense.
Pryor threw for a career-high 266
yards and two touchdowns, rushed for
72 more and threw a 17-yard scoring
pass to DeVier Posey with 7:02 to play,
ending the No. 8 Buckeyes'three-game
BCS skid with a 26-17 victory over No. 7
Oregon Friday.
"I just wanted to come out and show
Ican be a complete quarterback;' Pryor
said.
With a Rose Bowl effort that evoked
memories ofVince Young's breakout
performance in the same stadium four
years ago, Pryor shook off his early
mistakes and led the Buckeyes (11-2)
confidently through atense fourth
quarter.
- ASSOCIATED PRESS

•
WILL PERRY
Sports Editor

UCF
football
on the
verge of
greatness

TEBOW'S CAREER DAY LEADS
GATORS TO SUGAR BOWL WIN
NEW ORLEANS-Tim Tebow
walked toward the sideline, raised his
arms above his head and shared a long
embrace with Florida coach Urban
Meyer.
It wasn't quite how either of them
expected this season to end. It came in
the Sugar Bowl instead ofthe national
championship game. It came against
Cincinnati instead ofTexas. It was about
redemption instead of perfection.
Nonetheless, it was hard to top for
both ofthem because of Meyer's
uncertain future, Tebow5 triumphant
finale and a 51-24 victory over No. 4
Cincinnati that may have been as
important as any ofthe others the two
have shared during the last four
seasons.
"This last week was tough, just
dealing with everything and just
worried about others around you and
stuff;'Tebow said. "But, you know, it still
was special. To finish it off like this was
special:'
Tebow threw for acareer-high 482
yards and three touchdowns, ran for 51
yards and another score and capped a
storied college career with his finest
performance. It was the best in BCS
history, too.
"It was incredible;'Tebow said.'1ust a
great game. It was exactly how you
want to go out with these seniors and
these coaches in your last game and
your last time together. It just really
doesn't get any better than this'.'
Well, another national title was
Tebow's plan all season.
But after a 32-13 loss to Alabama in
the Southeastern Conference
championship game last month, Tebow
had to settle for the Sugar Bowl.
. And anyone who thought the fifthranked Gators (13-1) wouldn't be ready
againstthe Bearcats (12-1) doesn't
know their emotional leader.

•

WR Mohamed Sanu
single-handedly led
Rutgers past UCF in the
St. Petersburg Bowl.

(

RAYMA JENKINS/
CENTRAL FLORIDA FUTURE

Sanu,
Rutgers'
offense
goresUCF
behind big
plays, turnovers

BYTHE NUMBERS
quarter with
only
two
of
rushing

yards
offense.
UCF recorded just eight yards of
RYAN BASS
offense in the third quarter, and
Sports Editor
Rutgers scored twice to extend its
I
lead to 38-17 entering the final quarST.PETERSBURG BOWL:
ter of play.
The Scarlet Knights gained 126
1 UCF vs. Rutgers
ST. PETERSBURG - The UCF
yards of offense in the third quarter,
j. Knights were chopped down in
including a 61-yard pass play from
I their third attempt to pick up a
Tom Savage to Mohamed Sanu on
win in a bowl game, losing the St
the first play of the third quarter.
Sanu went on to catch an 11-yard
Petersburg Bowl to the Rutgers
Scarlet Knights 45-24.
touchdown pass later in the drive.
UCF starting quarterback Brett
Rutgers eventually scored again
Hodges was replaced in the fourth on a 43-yard field goal by San San
quarter by Rob Calabrese after . Te with 8:09 left in the quarter.
Trailing 21-10 with 5:50 left in the
Hodges was injured by a hard tackle with 5:21 left on the clock.
·
quarter, the Knights reeled off an
UCF made a late-game rally via 8-play, 71-yard drive capped off by a
a series of big plays by Jonathan 34-yard pass from Hodges to
Davis and Calabrese, capped off Kamar Aileen for the touchdown to
with a 2-yard touchdown run by bring UCF to within a score.
Davis.
Rutgers defensive back Billy
However, when UCF attempted Anderson intercepted a Hodges'
an onside kick, Rutgers linebacker pass with less than two minutes
Damaso Munoz recovered and ran until the half and returned it for a
the ball into the endzone, putting touchdown to give the Scarlet
the final score on the board.
Knights a 28-17 lead.
The Knights entered the fourth
The Rutgers receiving combo of

6

... Fumbles and one interception made for a
sloppy Capital One Bowl between LSU and
Penn State.

5

... Sacks of Miami quarterback Jacory Harris
never allowed him to get comfortable in the
pocket and help~ lead the Badgers to a
victory in the Champs Sports Bowl.

3

... Consecutive bowl losses for the UCF
Knights, who were handed a 45-24 loss by
Rutgers in the St. Petersburg Bowl.

Sanu and Tim Brown gored the
Knights in the first half. Sanu
rushed for two touchdowns in the
half, while Brown burned the UCF
defense to the tune of 88 yards on
three receptions and a touchdown.
At the break, Rutgers out-gained
the Knights in total yards, 221-163,
despite running four less plays. The
Scarlet Knights also dominated the
Knights on the ground, holding
down Brynn Harvey and the UCF
rushing unit to just eight yards on ll
PLEASESEE
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Now is the time.
There's still plenty of
room.
Jump on the UCF football bandwagon while you
still can.
For the casual fan, for
those whom have been on
the fence, or for those of
whom have popped in and
out of fandom on whether
to invest themselves in the
Knights, now is the time.
These words aren't
meant to call or single out
fans. Think of it more as a
rallying of troops to bring
more support.
These are exciting
times, during the formative
years of the program, to be
a UCF football fan. Success
is on the horizon for this
team. It's so close you can
see it, taste it and feel it
The 'Knights have even
gotten a glimpse of it by
making their. third bowl
game in the last five years
under George O'Leary the program's first appearances in college football's
bowl season.
The Knights may be
winless in bowl games and
may have suffered a disappointing 45-24 loss to Rutgers in the St. Petersburg
Bowl, but just a day later,
UCF got word of its most
significant recruiting news
ever, all but washing away
any displeasure of how the
season ended.
The dubbed "Miamitrio" of quarterback Jeffery
Godfrey, wide receiver
Joshua Reese and comerback Jammal McClain
from Miami Central High
School all committed to
UCF the next day, despite
rumors that the three were
headed to USF.
Godfrey, who threw for
2,748 yards and 36 touchdowns his senior year, is 3star recruit, but was a four
at one point, and is rated
the 8th best dual-threat
quarterback in the country
while Reese is a 4-star, and
McClain is a solid
prospect.
Godfrey will enroll
early at UCF to compete in
spring practice for the
starting job, which is one of
the main reasons he chose
UCF because it offered the
opportunity of early playing time.
He also has lofty goals
and eyes a championship
for UCF, but not a just a
conference championship,
a national championship.
"My goal is to get UCF
to the national championship," Godfrey said in an
interview with UCFsPLEASESEE
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Badgers, Nittany Lions take Orlando bowls
FROM

AB

ankle, burned the Knights
on the second play of the
ensuing drive, scoring on
a 65-yard pass play down
the middle of the field to
give the Scarlet Knights
the 14-7 lead at the 3:56
mark in the first quarter.
Rutgers out-gained the
Knights 133-75 in the first
quarter despite UCF controlling the time of possession 9:36 to 5:24

on the ground and used a
dominant,
knock-out
carries.
defense to capture a 20-14
Big plays highlighted
victory to improve to 10-3
the first quarter.
on the season
The Knights returned
"What you have to
the opening kick 65 yards,
understand a little bit with
but a Hodges' intercepWisconsin is we kind of
tion and big plays by
take a boxers' mentality
Brown led to a 14-7 Rutoffensively;' Bielema said.
gers lead after one quar''We are going to wear you
ter.
out, wear you out, throw
Rutgers drove down
the body punches and
the field after Damaso
then hopefully that cumuMunoz's interception and CHAMPS SPORTS BOWL:
lative effect can ultimately
scored off a 4-yard run Miami vs. Wisconsin
lead to a win and that's ·
from Sanu, to take an
University of WIScon- what was able to happen"
early 7-0 advantage. After sin head football coach
John Clay rushed for
forcing the Knights to Bret Bielema related his 121 yards and two touchpunt on their second pos- football team to that of a downs, and the Badgers
session, Sanu fumbled the boxer.
defense held Miami to
ensuing punt, which was
They wear you down, just 249 total yards of
recovered by the Knights then fmish you off to get offense, 90 of which came
and eventually led to a the win.
in the final two minutes.
7-yard touchdown pass
Tuesday night, in the Clay, who carried the ball
from Hodges to Aileen
Champs Sports Bowl 22 times despite tweaking
Brown, who was a against the University of his ankle in the first halt:
game-time decision for Miami (FL), the Badgers was named the MVP of
Rutgers with a sprained wore the Hurricanes out the bowl game.

'
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Miami quarterbackJacory Harris was aquainted with the ground five times as the Hurricanes fell to Wisconsin 20-14.

f

WISconsin took a 20-7
after a Phillip Welch 29yard field goal with 4:01
left on the clock, but
Miami wasn't done yet.
The Hurricanes drove
79 yards down the field in
2:32 to trim Wisconsin's
lead to 20-14. They then
recovered the ensuing
onside kick, but a sack on
Harris and three consecutive incomplete passes
sealed the game for the
Badgers.
"Our defense does well
when they stick to the
plan," said Bielema, whose
Badgers improved to 10
wins for the sixth time in
.school history. "One of our
main goals was to get after
their quarterback. When
he goes, they go. I really
felt we kind of disrupted
his rhythm all day.
"We weren't allowing
them to get any type of
rhythm that made them
move the chains consistently."
Miami opened the
game with an 84-yard
kickoff return by Sam
Shields, which eventually
led to a Craig Cooper
16-yard run that gave the
Hurricanes an early 7-0
lead
Wisconsin answered
with a score of its own on
the following possession, a
3-yard run by Clay, which
tied the score with 7:12 left
in the f1:I5t quarter.
Wisconsin's defense
then took ovei:, limiting a
Miami team to just 45
rushing yards the rest of
the game that came into
the game averaging 144
yards on the ground. The
Badgers then scored on
another 3-yard scamper by
Clay with 8:07 left in the
second quarter and capitalized on two Welch field
goals in the third and
fourth quarters to take a
20-7 lead late.
The big stat in the game
for WISconsin was time of
possession. Coming into
the contest, the Badgers
ranked fourth in the country in possession time and
held the football for nearly
40 minutes against Miami
WISconsin quarterback
Scott Tolzien threw for a
career-high 260 yards in
the game, a heavy portion
of which went to Lance
Kendricks, who also had a
career high with 128 yards
receiving.
Miami
quarterback
Jacory Harris struggled in
the game, completing just
16-of-29 passes for 188
yards and one touchdown
and was sacked five times
on the day and never really got comfortable in the
backfield
For the Badgers, it was

good to finally beat that game-winning 21-yard field
high-ranked opponent and goal by Collin Wagner to
prove they are a top pro- give the Nittany Lions the
victory in a sloppy, muddy
gram in college football.
"We kind of came into game.
"I thought it was a heck of
this season with a little bit of
an underdog mentality," a football game," PSU head
Tolzien said "I think every- coach Joe Paterno said '½nd
one realized that up to this I thought the LSU kids never
game, we had won the gave in, and it was who had
games we were supposed to the ball last, I think ... so I
win, but there wasn't a big was very proud of our kids."
win, per se, against a ranked
Penn State jumped out to
opponent, you know, just a a 16-3 lead off a Wagner
real exclamation point real- 20-yard field goal with 2:27
ly. I thought this game kind left in the third quarter, but
LSU wasn't done yet Tiger
of proved that for us."
quarterback Jordan Jefferson, who threw for 202 yards
CAPITAL ONE BOWL:
and a touchdown in the
Penn State vs. LSU
ORLANDO - The con- game, led two drives in the
ditions were sloppy and the fourth quarter to get the
field was tom up, but Penn Tigers back in it with the
State found its footing in the latter resulting in a I-yard
final seconds of a 19-17 victo- touchdown run by Stevan
ry in the Capital One Bowl Ridley to give the Tigers a
Friday afternoon at the Cit- 17-16 lead with 12:49 left in
rus Bowl in downtown the game.
Both teams played sloppy
Orlando.
Penn State senior quar- in the game, combining for
terback Daryll Clark, who six fumbles and an intercepwas named game MVP, tion The difference was that
threw for 216 yards and one Penn State never lost any of
touchdown and led a late its four fumbles, while LSU
drive that ended with the turned it over three times.
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Weekday SludentSpeciil:
!aftcrlZ

tmll)

Weekend Student Special:
(after12Nm>
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RIOPINAR
"Home of the UCF
M en's and Women's

Golf1eams"
fomier PGA Tour slvp
for lhc Chnis Open

tma·

CII

$1000.00 OFF
T he regular annual m embership of
$3950 sing.le or $44.!IO'(llmill

-Spec:ial Price-

Single $2950
Price include~ unlimited golf and c:irts for a )'l!.ff

Family $3450
·rnce incl udes unlimited golf and carts for a year

We arc located near Ch1cka,a11 ·1iail and I .ake Umkrhill.
Call 407-273-9573 for a tour oi the dub .ind a 111al round
wlrw.riopi1ul!'.com
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Penn State tight end Andrew Quarless fought through the muck and l5U defenders to help the Nittany Lions prevail 20-17.

Hang in there UCFfans
FROM

AB

ports.com. "That's what I
want to do, and that's my
goal. I want to come in
and make a great impact
for myself and the UCF
team."
Over the past five seasons, UCF's recruiting
classes have continued to
include more highly
regarded recruits each
year, and this year was no
different. UCF is on the
cusp of developing something to be proud of; but
it's just going to take some
time. Just be patient and
hang in there UCF fans. It
will happen
A football program has
got to start somewhere
and to use a perfect cliche:
Rome wasn't built in a day
and well neither can football programs.

UCF's in-state recruiting rivals weren't always
at the top either.
Just think, UF wasn't
always what it is now.
Heck, even 34 years ago,
when Bobby Bowden, one
of college football's greatest coaches of all-time,
stepped foot in Tallahassee,
the
Seminoles
weren't what they are
now.
But amidst all of the
heat and negativity from
the media and fans, what
O'Leary and his staff have
done is lay a foundation
for building a successful
program.
Whether UCF develops into a powerhouse
remains to be seen but
given the recent success
and that UCF is in the talent-rich state of Florida
that has a boat-load of

recruiting potential, good
times appear ahead for
UCFfans.
Which is why now is
the time to be a true fan,
when everything isn't
quite there yet as UCF
football seeks its identity.
True fan-hood is tested
during these times, during
the highs and lows and
the struggles ·a program or
sports organization goes
through before it becomes
consistently successful.
The UCF fans that have
hung in there should be
applauded for sticking
around when it would be
very easy to jump ship to
the successes of UF and
even USF.
And when all is said
and done, the winning
will be even sweeter
when everything comes
together.

'
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OUR STANCE

students
should seize seats
A

t the beginning of the
Spring 2010 semester,
the Student Government Association will have
four open seats on the senate.
The application process is
fairly simple and should be
taken advantage of by all students. Being part of SGA can
seem
like
just
an
extracurricular activity, but
the organization offers many
benefits.
Since UCF is such a large
school it includes many
unknown names and faces.
Being an SGA senator provides a fast and easy way to
meet important staff and faculty who are responsible for
the well being of the school
The time spent working at
SGA also allows you to meet
fellow students outside of the
classroom and the casual keg
party. Student issues can go
·unheard during a teacher's
lecture and usually aren't the
topics of conversation at

social events, leaving many
students unaware of the
problems UCF faces.
In addition to learning
about UCF's faculty, staff and
students, being a senator
allows you to become aware
of the traditions and practices
your school holds.
There is no class explaining the mechanics of a university. Understanding how
ideas become policies allows
you to seek out the change
you would like to see on your
campus. You could take the
concerns of students seriously by initiating reform
because you are more educated on the process.
Because of the responsibilities associated with being a
SGA senator, your resume is
more impressive when you
have this position listed on it.
The process for applying
is simple enough that students should seize the opportunity.

Students can fill out an
application on the SGA Web
site. That application includes
a short essay about your
objectives if chosen and your
accomplishments that make
you a competitive candidate.
Students are also required
to provide a recommendation
form filled out by someone
else who confirms the applicant's qualifications. The
.amount of time needed to fill
out the two pieces of paperwork is something every UCF
student should be able to
handle quickly.
Obviously, not all students
are interested in being part of
the political process on campus, but the appointed senator position is manageable
enough that students can
include it in their schedules.
Doing so will allow them
the chance to connect with
UCF students and staff in a
way that no other club or
organization can offer.

Non-athletes must
•
brain
alone
U

CF's student athletes
are more likely to
graduate than students
who do not participate in college sports. They are also
more likely to graduate than
student athletes who attend
the University of Florida and
Florida State University.
While our student athletes
should be proud of their
accomplishment, which was
recently released by the
National Collegiate Athletic
Association, you should be
saddened that the rest of the
student body is not as successful.
According to the study, the
Overall Division I Graduation
Success Rate, or GSR, for student athletes was 64 percent.
Student athletes at UCF
ranked at 67 percent while
student athletes at UF ranked
at 61 percent and students
athletes at FSU ranked at 53
percent
The GSR for all UCF students is only 63 percent while

UF students ranked 82 perstudent athletes are as succent and FSU students ranked cessful as they can be." Perhaps if some of that effort was
70percent
distributed evenly among
The most shocking aspect
of the study has nothing to do UCF's general student body
with student athletes. The dif- population, the school would
ference between the GSR of
not rank so low in comparison to other Florida schools.
UCFs student athletes and
UCF's students is not very
The amount of work by
large. Instead we are wonder- the staff of the ASSA office to
provide a ranking that is bareing why the GSR at UF and
FSU is so much higher than at ly above average would not
UCF.
'
be so noticeable if the general
UCF is a popular school
GSR was not so low.
with more than 53,000 stuIt seems unfair that students with a reputation as a
dent athletes receive so much
research school as they are a
more attention and care, but it
top receiver of research
does cost them They pay for
grants. Perhaps UCF's general it in time spent in mandatory
practices and competing in
GSR would increase if those
students received some of the their sport
same benefits that student
As of now it seems UCF
students will have to take it
athletes do.
The director ofUCF Ath· upon themselves to compete
academically with UF and
letics Communications said
FSU. Dedicating your time
the Academic Services for
and energy to graduating is
Student-Athletes staff "conthe first step to ensuring sucstantly work with people's
cess for you and your univerprofessors and graduate stusity.
dent assistants to make sure

under
influence oftexts

Don't
I

•
•

n a recent article, the New
York Times explained
how lawmakers have proposed 200 bills to curb distracted driving. With most
proposed legislation banning
texting while driving, we
thought the topic was worth
discussing since the expert
text message creator is usually in the same age group as
most UCF students.
There is much controversy
regarding the proposed bans
and their.effectiveness at
reducing accidents on roads.
We feel students should
understand that whatever it is
they are saying is not important enough to warrant typing
while operating a vehicle. If
what you need to convey is
that crucial pull your car over
and send the text message
safely.
It is easy pushing this theory and harder to convince
motorists to commit to better
behavior while driving. Many
people have become addicted
to the feel of immediate grati-

fication. Technology experts
have made it easier for all us
to communicate through our
handheld devices once used
for emergency situations only.
People are not just text
messaging while they drive.
They are updating their 1\vitter and Facebook accounts.
Some people are so confident
in their ability to drive and
type simultaneously that they
take photos while driving and
upload them, with text, to
personal Web sites.
Some people argue that
they are not a danger to fellow commuters because they
only send text messages
while stopped at red lights.
With our ever-increasing
need for speed, in an attempt
to move faster to accomplish
more, this practice can quickly turn into texting while
driving. Typing anything into
your phone, while in the driver's seat, should just be
avoided
According to a program by
National Public Radio, police
(1

officials in Denver agree that
the best way to reduce traffic
incidents is to simply stop
typing while driving.
Although Denver politicians
incorporated a recent ban on
teenagers texting while driving, the police force has yet to
write one ticket
They told NPR that basic
problems are preventing
police from catching drivers.
Since the ban only covers
teenagers, police can't write
tickets for drivers who are 18
years old, who at times often
look like they are 17 years old
Also, their ban only covers
text messaging, which can
look the same as typing in
contact info or a search in an
iPhone application. It is hard
for police to prove that the
driver was sending a text and
not doing something else.
Bans on text messaging
while driving are not entirely
successful yet but we still
advise students to avoid
potential pileups by not typing or texting while driving.

•
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WAYNE STAYSKAL / TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES

Old fashioned ethic,
newfangled media

•

•

Here we are again.
interactions with you.
When it comes down to it,
It's another semester
gone. It's another semesthe reason that I and my
ter on the horizon.
staff of editors and writers
This is a chance to
hustle week in and week
start over. It's a clean
out - and sometimes
slate no matter the probover the only chance of
lems you may have had
vacation time away from
in the fall.
classes we would otherDidn't do a very good
wise get - is because you,
job in your classes? Now
the readers, want the
JEFFREY RILEY
is the chance to start
news.
Editor-in-Chief
going to class, focusing
If we can find out what
and cranking out the N.s and B's.
you want to know about UCF, we
Did you do a really good job in
can better expand our coverage,
and better expand our ability to
classes? Keep that up. Stay in the
library. You can power through it.
serve you.
That is our plan. To continue
We have many different options
what we do: providing you, the
for you to pick from. You can go to
UCF student, faculty or adminisour Facebook page and leave comtration member, with the best cov- ments, ideas or even complaints.
erage of the university that can
We have Twitter @UCFNews, if
possibly be provided.
expounding on the world in 140
This semester, we are stepping
ch:µ-acter bursts is your forte.
into a bold new horizon.
And, as always, we have open
We've been easing our way into commenting on our Web site, as
well as a formal letter-to-the-edi- •
the various aspects of new media
for a while now. Recently, we've
tor form.
jumped into the deep end.
You can use any or all of these
Our coverage from the St.
methods to get in touch with us.
Petersburg Bowl included some
I'm sure you all have seen the
direction that companies like CNN
new ideas for us, including live
blogging. It also included some old are taking with their iReport conideas that we are going to start
cept.
These trends into complete
doing more of, with more video
interaction have trickled down to
and photo galleries.
This semester will include all of your student news, and we, the
the things we learned over the
ones who put it all together, couldn't be happier to hear from you.
break, except more of it in more
intriguing and useable ways.
Here is to a brand new semesWe also want to expand our
ter.
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The Future encourages comments from readers. In order to be considered for publication,
letters to the editor should not exceed 300 words; we may edit for length. Submit them online
at www.Centra/FloridaFuture.com or fax them to 407-447-4556.Questions? Call 407-447-4558.

ON UCFNEWS.COM

WHAT YOU ARESAYING

Design degree coming
in 2012

So far, Cudi and Kanye have
both backed off this tour. I wonder
why Gaga can't keep a tour
together?

It's about time! I am an alumna
of both Carnegie Architecture
school and UCF College of Sciences, and I applaud UCF for
adding an Architecture major.
I think this will help Orlando
shed its WONKY architecture
image (as compared with Miami).
I hope that it will be a rigorous
program like Carnegie Mellon's
that has: design/build, a REAL
woodworking shop, figure drawing and construct perspective
drawings by HAND.
The one issue I have about the
program is: why offer a graduate
degree when there are several
other schools in Florida that do so
and not offer a Bachelor of Architecture that's a first professional degree - meaning you can get
licensed - and get out of school
in five years?
It would make sense to save
money and shave off a year,
because students are already burdened with heavy student loan
payments.

- JON

- NANCYB

Lady Gaga show
moved to UCF Arena
UCF IS CAUGHT IN A BAD
ROOOMMMMAAANCE!!!!!!

Miami needs to bring
big game vs. Wisconsin
I hope that UM loses very
badly. Ever since they came and
played us and then vandalized our
campus and spray-painted that
ugly orange and blue "U" on the
sidewalk of memory mall, I have
lost all respect for UM and their
fans. I hope UM crashes and
burns.

~

..

-GRAHAM

MMA club strikes
down stereotypes
go sarah!!!! GREAT JOB!! haha
ethan!
- ETHAN DAVIS

Senator and UCF alum
Constantine works to
help students
Visit FightTheFee.com for the
truth on differential tuition and
what it did to prepaid plan holders
that purchased in 2008

•
•
#

---, OHLALA
- FIGHTTHEFEE

t1

\

.~

l '

I

-

..

•

HOW TO PLACE AN AD
Online 24 hrs/day:

www.KnightNewspapers.com/classifieds
By phone: 407-447-4555
By fax: 407-447-4556
In person: 11825 High Tech Ave,
Suite 100, Orlando FL 32817

ffi'rn HELP WANTED:

•

PAYMENT METHODS

Online, phone, &x,
in person:
10 a.m. Fri. for Mon. issue
4 p.m. Wed. for Thurs. issue

VISA, MC, AMID{,
Discover, Cash, Check

Monday - Friday
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

..

C
C
C

325
350
375
400

175 Business Opportunities

B

200 For Rent Homes
225 ForRentApartments

B
B

600

250 Roommates
275 Sublease
300 ForSale:Homes

A
A

800

B

900

500
700

Fax

rest.me i) 407-977-9458.

Poo h:Juse 412/2 $13$tro + ui
In (TOlJ"d pod &!p3. ~

Spa:n.is2:x-:Hl~inWrrer
Sµrgs. OJa-950 s::i ft.washer &

~
561-798-7966 or 72%186564

LCF Area TOWNHOMES 1ile
frs, drgs ta,s,al ~ . resv
pa1(, 2b'2.Eb, 1 yea- lea5e
$lmtro fr5t ~ dep. 321536-5430 jara<al,i@gnal.CXlfTl

House for Rent 1 nie from UCF.
3.22 Ccr~$11ootronth
With Kilmen/lpf:icrres ard W/0
386322-3281

lga',,',l!res@yah)o.CXlfTl

D!}e" lnci.ded. N o ~
lee. Utiities ae rot rd..ded.~
per rrmth.HALF OFF 1ST
MONTI-iS RENT
Cal 407-609-0060

The Oest@ Walelbd Lakes is a
aid & trerdy o:mnuity bcaEd
i'11re heat of Watertad Lakes- 6
rm.ie cti\e b UCF. 1, 2 ard 3
bectoom roroos avaiaje, µttg
sta1l, at $399,rro.
Cail Jri:e 407-782-9431

LCF~3.Q.5w/nem
~ . j'.Xl!Ch, re,.Aycapered
ard panted. With washer.ti)e".
Oiy $12Xll Cal 407-473-8985

•

Located Near Campus
407-679-2700
www.semesterbreakwork.com

txtJ. Off slae rd. 436. fv'i1. from

1 rocm avala:tl in a beaulifu 3.2
rousen Waabd Lakes.
Femaes orfy $300 a rron1h.

LCF ard 17-92. ~ - Gal
407-682-5416 or 407-466-2552

rraeillo.

mv. tritw/lage~. Ercbsej
an. rm ard iockaJle sl!Jrage.

Cal J~

(305) 206,3831 for

•

~

Peabody Vacations LLC is a seasoned vacation
call center with aprimary focus on high-end destinations
for domestic and international travelers. Our state-of-theart call center is in Uptown Altamonte and we're looking
for college students who have a crave to make money,
work a flexible schedule in a high energy environment.
Benefits available: paid vacation, day & night hours,
aggressive compensation package, opportunity for
growth.

sec sys, pool & tennis.

Room for Rert i1 funished 4 txl
tµne. 1 rrile 1D LCF off Inv.
r-ilerr1et, caJie, ui. rd.
$500mln. Cal m~ZTW

nxJ&tfthorrew/feraldyirdi1

sale gaed oonmrity. $55Gtno
"LIii rdu:led, hgi speed
internet & cljtal ai:le. Cbse b

$J.3

• Pricing includes up to four lines, 35 characters per line
• Offering a successful average return of over 85%
• Reaching UCF and East Orlando, multiple publication
placement available for Oviedo and Winter Springs
• Enter and view classified ads online 24 hours aday

suldolku

6

C> Puzzles by Pappocom

6

Fill in the grid so
that every row,
column and 3x3 box
contains the digits 1
through 9 with no
repeats.

Monday puzzle:
Easy/eve/
Thursday puzzle:
Hard/eve/

CROSSWORD
ACROSS

Rooms for rent n 4/4 bectoom
horre. $475+ per rocm Ui. &
Verd !rd. h:M:lJal Leases OR
$1625 for horre. 2 nies 1D LCF.
Mon1h 1o rror1h aval.
407-700-0768 Ensorrooo@tdmij
www.ForRentNeal.CF.CXlfTl

Female W<m'dfor 414 a
Jalerson Vicge. Lease from
Jcnay,Juy. $500 ard ublities
rd..ded. FtJyfunished wAJCF

Sl.Jtile.
Cor1ta::t NcxJle: 631-<338-8191

Rooomale nea:led for 31.3!
Female rooomates seei<irg same.
Free rent tJr a rro1h! ro depost,
O'l,f1 balhoom, waki1 ooset, $550
a rror1h mnrg uities. Gym,
pod ard UlS of pa,l(rg! Cal 300405-6212

www.peabodyvacations.com

•1

•

$J.9

Solution, tips and computer program at www.sudoku.com

F for rocm i1 q..ile & dEm 5(3 ~
Watertad Lakes. l..aJge la<e floot

417 CenterPointe Cir Ste# 1711 • Altamonte Springs, FL 32701

FROM THE CENTRAL FLORIDA FUTURE

Rate(

$9
S6

I

Available mrneiiately. Email
kamk@emblrqmailcom or
Call 239-707-4448

407-834-8971

FREE
NEWS
ONYOUR CELL PHONE

Rate A

9 ·5'
1
9 3
7
!
16
4
!1
'3
18 5
6 5
2 8
17 --·-1
9
7
2:

~wsnled. 1 room available in
f\mished ~ home on lake.
Waled Comm, 6 mlns to LO:
$SOOtno incl util Non&noker,

$
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First issue:
Each addl issue:

'8 7

UCFNCC. Cal Gahyn 407-4354491 or CatYClll"g85@a:ii.CXlfT1

Lage 1/1 OO'rlJ for lea5e in
1/vnEJSµrgs. Freesm:rg

1 Stop Florida Excitement
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B
A
A
B
A
B
B
B
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For Sale: Automotive
For Sale: General
For Sale: Pets
Serviw
Announcements
Travel'
Worship
Miscellaneous
Wanted

l.CFil\lE ORLANDO
Cdorial Poi1e l..ulo.Jy Afjs
1 &2BectoansFreeW/D, pod,
fi1ress certer, patios.
2300 8m Ci: 407~1

TOMlhcxJse for Rent!

,

~

~

100 Help Wanted: General
125 Help Wanted: Part·Time
150 Help Wanted: Ful~fme

4

CNM..PN,RN il ml1< i'1 a Speical
fv1eci::al 1--bre fortre
~ Disa:Jied. FT &
PTJX)SitiJl1savalrolei'111'e
~~

RATES

CLASSIFICATIONS

200

Spacious 3 becV2 bath home for
rent In UCF area. Localed In
Glenwood, one block west of
Rouse Roml. illlnutl!s fIWIJ'f from
ampus. Sleep in late and still
make It to class on time. $1200
a mon1h. Conlact Eizabelh @
407-415-1553.

'

OFFICE BUSINESS HOURS

407-447-4S5S • www.KnightNewspapers.com/dassifieds
l~ General
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SUBMISSION DEADLINES

1 Bluegrass
instrument

n!~m biscuij

1

14 WWII threat
15 Misleading
moniker
16 Outback sprinter
17 ·Sound and
practical
judgment
19Trio in a nursery
rhyme tub
20 Jacket closer
21 Honshu
metropolis
22 Half-baked
twice?
231970s Mary Tyler
Moore costar
25 E-mails
26 Pigeon patter
27 Ready in the keg
29 Hard to please
32 Food preparers'
headgear
35 Letters before a
15-Across
86 ·Cops' sick-out
39 Show fallibility
40 Quit worrying
42 Barely passing
grade
44 Wipe clean
45 Place to fish from
47 Fiery felony
49 Like some
lettuce
52Obligation
53 Present, as one's
case
55 Pirates roam
them
57 Part of a univ.
URL
58 ·Karate and
aikido
60 One on foot, in
signs
61 Clay pigeon
sport
62 Vlsitor from the
stars
63 Give ij a whirl
64 V-formation fliers
65 Garden intruders

DOWN
1 Tampa NFLers
2Dryas_

17

1=---1--1--~

t.:s,.--+--+-+t.,
.+--+60
63

--

By Gail Grabowski
3Drifter
4Crowdto

capaci1y
5 Nebraska native
6 Talks back to
7 Like a day with
blue skies
8 Sound like a pig
9 "Apollo 13" gp.
1o Opposite of
WNW
11 •1ced tea garnish
12Modify
13 Mojave hills
18 Velboten act
22 University VIP
24 Protein-rich
legume
25 German dessert
27 Klutz
28Zero
29 It's two more
than an eagle
30 1950s White
House nickname
31 'Analytical
write-up
32 "You, over therer
33 Capote, familiarly
34 Fourth-yr.
collegians
37 _ Cruces, New
Mexico
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Last issue solved
38 Purpose
41 Homer
chronicled Its
destruction
43 Event for
special
• customers
45 Small size
46 It might be
half-baked
47 Skilled
48 More boorish

49 Lenders' charges
50 Lofty lair
51 Destined
53 "For Pete's I"
54 Peach or beech
56 Nine-<liglt IDs
58 Flavor-enhancing
additive
59 A kind oflt
begins the
answers to
starred clues

Solution and new puzzles in next issue's Classifieds
FOR SALE TO A GOOD HOME
Female Bluegold Macaw
Includes:
W4ff', D30", H45" tolal H65S'
cal. cage, play said, toys
plusmisc. items. REDUCED
PRICE$1,00l.00, 080. For
more delails, serious lnqui'es
only please; call J.J. at 407619-7789

Check out our Classifieds,
online and in print!
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Textlmls~, rrutpe
ori1e b.J),95 ge4s ~ 1re roost
cash forl,«.f books, even ro
brger used a:loons. Buy, 931,
rent at~.CXlfTl (200) 3006111, esµn:il (212) 300-1763.

•
UCFNEWS
•

Do you want to get
news and updates
from the Central
Florida Future?
Reply A to set alert.

..

BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK

Corrpete 5-Day~
from $189.AI ~ rx:h.de
~ m.ise ard hJlel.
www.~.CXlfTl
00).867-0018
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How Do IText UCFNEWS to 44636?
•

EMPLOYEE
COULD SEE

•
•

•
Receive FREE, real-time news and alerts on your cell phone from the Central
Florida Future. Just text a keyword, like UCFNEWS, to 44636. For a list of
other info you can get on your cell, text MENU to 44636. Now you can be in
the know while on the go!
*Carrier text messaging rates apply

CALL TODAY!
407-447-4555
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www.CentralFloridaFuture.com
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University of Central Florida

Services.
·Permit Regulations:
Apermit is required for all motor
vehicles parked on campus.
Permits MUST be ordered online,
and can be picked up at the South
Garage or mailed to your home.
Daily permits are available.

Vehicle assistance offered
by Parking Services:
•Jumpstart your car
• Call atow truck
• Inflate tires
•Give directions

Parking Services Hours:
Mon-Thurs: 7:30 a.m. -6 p.m. ,
Friday: 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
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How to get your parking permit
Order your parking
permit online at
www.parking.ud.edu
(complete instructions
are online)

: Pay for your permit
• Avoid the lines. Pay online with Credit Card and
have your permit mailed to you.
• Pay online and opt to pick up your permit.
• Pay with personal check, cash, or Credit Card at
Parking Services Office.

•

Your permit must be ordered online!
·www.parking.ucf.edu

•

For info call: (407) 823-5812
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